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Almazan: My research is centered around the issue of
public space and how architecture supports the latter. This
topic is of course very closely related to Mr. Muntadas’s
research. | think he has been dealing with this issue for
over 40 years at MIT, and then | received his invitation to
organize this round table. Today, we are going to talk about
similarities, differences and conflicts. This is the subtitle
of Muntadas’s exhibition. We will have three specialists
from China, Japan and Korea respectively, who will ad-
dress the issue of public space using examples from their
own countries.

Asian — or let’s say East Asian — cities definitely have
several things in common. High population density, a
relatively small amount of public space — at least from a
Western- European point of view — and very ambiguous
boundaries between public and private. Another aspect
that | would like to mention is that a high percentage of
architects and urban designers seem to be completely
fascinated by East Asian cities. Where does this fascina-
tion come from? It is probably because East Asian cities
are dynamic, and incredibly intense, but with no visual
formal order as we can find it in cities like Barcelona or
in Paris, or any other European city. These East Asian
cities provide a very exciting and quite different type of
everyday experience too.

We are not going to talk about all the issues here, because
time is limited, so | proposed to our guests in previous meet-
ings to focus on three issues. The first one is the relation-
ship between identity and public space, exploring whether
public space can be seen as a sign of Western influence,
or whether it is a universal value. To which extent can we
talk about a characteristic East Asian, or more specifically,
Chinese, Japanese or Korean public space? The second
issue is everyday life. How does everyday life unfold under
the aforementioned circumstances of high density, a lack
of open/public space, and those ambiguous boundaries
between public and private?

The last topic is the “right to the city,” a concept from
the urban studies. It was originally proposed by French
sociologist Henri Lefebvre, and | think it’s a very pertinent
concept because it shows that the city is not only a place
where one has to be granted access, but one also has to
be granted the right to change it. And by changing it, one
is able to change one’s own life. We shape cities, but cities
shape us at the same time. By reshaping cities, we have
the opportunity to reshape our lives.

East Asian cities, from my point of view, represent an alterna-
tive urban model, very different from the dominant — at least
in the academic world — European model. From this point
of view, | think it's an interesting matter to discuss, and |
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hope that this evening will be an opportunity to learn some
lessons from this alternative East Asian urban model, learn
about other ways to shape our cities and therefore our lives.

Public and private space: from the viewpoint of trans-
forming urban lifestyles in Japan

Jinnai: Today | would like to talk about public spaces and
private life in Japan.

In the 1960s, a decade during which Japan experienced
rapid economic growth and urban development, the Olympic
Games took place in Tokyo against a general backdrop of
drastic change and expansion in the city. Before that, even
in Tokyo life was rather traditional, so when we, the baby
boomer generation, grew up, Tokyo was a totally different
kind of place. However, | think that, in a sense, there are
some basic elements that still remain today.

Every major European city has squares, while such spaces
don’t exist in Japan. So | would like to focus my account on
such fundamental differences regarding notions of public-
ness. In Japanese traditional social life, there were large
numbers of small public spaces such as narrow streets
and alleys for example. Such spaces used to be scattered
across Suginami, where | grew up, or Yanaka, a neighbor-
hood that is still very much as it used to be, even though
these are urban areas. | think it is because of those spaces
that people could live even in such densely populated ar-
eas. There were small but properly working communities,
wells functioning as symbols, and public water drainage
in the neighborhood. It was a haven for children, as they
could enter any house to play hide and seek, kick cans in
the street, or even play some kind of mini baseball. There
was that quality of publicness and collectiveness that gave
birth to small public spaces (Fig.1).

Uniquely Japanese forms of public space: the importance
of open fields, alleys, shrines and riverbanks

In 1984, a group of architects a little younger than us
conducted research and hearings on how ways of play-
ing changed across three generations in the Sangenjaya

district in Shibuya Ward, and plotted the results on a map.
The generation of grandfathers and grandmothers was
comparatively free to go and play anywhere they liked,
including next to the street also people’s gardens. Rather
than public spaces, there were a lot of such intermediate
— call them semi-public, or semi-private — kinds of places
for the children to play.

However at the time of rapid economic growth in the ‘60s,
people began to build concrete-block walls and thereby
mark their own private territory, which resulted in limited
possibilities for children to play. On the other hand, children
gradually got busy and accordingly played less than before
at the small public spaces, so their ways of playing changed
quite drastically as well. Sansedai Asobiba Zukan (“Ency-
clopedia of playgrounds across three generations”) is an
excellent book that illustrates this process and documents
the transformation of public and private space very well.

OKUNO Takeo’s Bungaku ni okeru Genfukei (“Virgin land-
scapes in literature”) had a big impact on architecture
in Japan. First of all, the expression “genfukei” (virgin
landscape) was very impulsive. Up to that point around
1970, European and American models were emulated in
the name of modernization, and high-rise buildings were
erected as part of thoroughly implemented urbanization
plans with an emphasis on functionality. That was the idea
that Japanese cities were modeled after, but as a result,
they were deprived of all the good elements that used to
characterize a Japanese city. The 1970s were a time when
human relationships, nature, and history were all destroyed
in this country.

This triggered response from the realm of literature in the
form of messages demanding a re-evaluation of the city.
ASHIHARA Yoshinobu’s Machinami no Bigaku (“aesthetic of
the cityscape”), MAKI Fumihiko’s Miegakuresuru Toshi (“the
hidden city”) and KAWAZOE Noboru’s Tokyo no Genfukei
(“virgin landscapes of Tokyo”) had a striking impact, and
turned citizens’ attention to such things as the meaning
of landscapes, groups, and the collective memory of the
community. For the Japanese people, the most important
notion of a landscape was always that of nature, and here

(Fig.1) Traditional Japanese public neighborhood
spaces in Asagaya, Shinagawa and Yanaka (until

around 1960).
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(Fig.2) The inner precincts of temples used to
be childrens’ playgrounds (for baseball or “bon
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we were reminded of the attraction we used to sense in
open spaces with grassy plains and trees, but also in water
places. | remember playing baseball on the premises of a
Shinto shrine as a child. It was a cross-connection with
nature — a true sanctuary, with a pond dedicated to Ben-
zaiten, a goddess in charge of water distribution (Fig.2). |
used to play at such places, or in the fields. In the years of
rapid economic growth, schools and housing complexes
were built, so the scenery changed a lot, but that “virgin
landscape” still stands as a massive foundation for me.

When it comes to free — also in the sense of “public”
— spaces in Japanese cities where people gather and
exchange, riverbanks have played a prominent role. At
Kawadoko for example, a raised platform on the bank of
a river in Kyoto that is still popular today, people used to
get together to exchange, and find refreshment in the hot
summer. Embankments along rivers often appear in TV plays
as free spaces where young people can get together in the
city, and in Japan, such riverbank kinds of places have in
fact been precious opportunities for people to meet and
do what they like. Away from the central urban areas, such
concepts as parks did not exist, so as | mentioned before,
it was all just one big playground.

Parks were special kinds of places that were installed
in central and downtown areas. Hibiya Park is one good
example. The modern park in Japan has its origins in the
1920s, when 52 wonderful parks incorporating modern-
ist European and American ideas were installed in central
Tokyo after the Great Kanto Earthquake. Those were the
first real parks, and as such public spaces, in Japan (Fig.3).
There were 52 at the beginning, and while they look like
ordinary old parks now, back in the day they were real
treasures. Children dressed in traditional kimonos looked
somewhat out of place in these modern and stylish sur-
roundings, but that’s just another thing that made these
places so fascinating.

It was also in the 1920s that the first Dojunkai apartments
were built. These complexes mushroomed in the city centers
and downtown areas, playing a central role as the original
form of Japanese public housing. All of these popular low-

(Fig.3) Motomachi Park, Bunkyo ward
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cost apartments were refined, rather low-rise constructions
with mostly three stories and inner courtyards. The inner
courtyards were vital elements, serving as playgrounds for
children, and at the same time, as gate ball fields for the
elderly, and venues for residents’ sports festivals and other
events (Fig.4). Such small public lots were very important
as common spaces in Japan. | assume it was quite similar
also in China and Korea, while in Europe, public spaces
and squares of larger dimensions developed in the course
of history.

One example of a present-day park in Tokyo is the Aris-
ugawa-no-Miya Park in Hiroo. If you go there on Sundays,
you will be amazed at the large amounts of people you will
find there relaxing or playing baseball with their kids. It's
so crowded that one almost feels kind of uncomfortable.
Urbanization progresses in such an extreme fashion that
parks seem to me like the last resorts. It may be a somewhat
unfortunate development that all other vernacular types of
vacant land — including streets and open field — have dis-
appeared, and were replaced with parks as concentrated
facilities that cater to the local people’s needs, but parks
are very much alive as public spaces.

Western-style plazas and railway station squares

The least crowded square in Tokyo has to be the Tomin
Hiroba (“citizen’s plaza”) in front of the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government building (Fig.5). TANGE Kenzo is a famous ar-
chitect, and when taking architects from Italy to the square,
they praise the excellent design, but for the common people
the square is simply not attractive. The design was quite
obviously inspired by the Piazza del Campo in Siena, but
nonetheless, it is always empty. This is of course not only
Mr. Tange’s fault, but it also has to do with the location.
The Japanese people admired the big plazas that were
built in Europe after the war, and made their own plazas
at a lot of places as symbols of democracy. Almost every

ward office or city hall across the country had a plaza in
front of it, but in most cases, they were always empty. This
inspired the idea that, different from the Western-style
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plazas, a unique Japanese type of public space, in con-
nection with people’s lifestyles, mentalities and traditions,
had to be created, and such spaces were eventually built
in the 1980s and ‘90s. The aforementioned Tomin Hiroba
was one of the last projects in which Western models were
emulated in the ‘60s.

The liveliest squares in Japan are usually those in front of
railway stations. | suppose Japan is the only country in the
world where railway station plazas are playing such a central
role. The ones | personally like the most are the squares
at Shimbashi and Asagaya stations. Shimbashi (Fig.6) is a
special case, as this is a square where the media usually
gather whenever there is some kind of news to report. It’s
a symbolic kind of public space, almost in a Mediterranean
way, where men can just hang out without spending money.
This one here is the square in front of Asagaya station (Fig.7).
They use it well for the Bon festival dance parades and jazz
festivals. It has been noted as a free area for pedestrians
that no buses or cars can enter, and one after another they
are making other railway stations across Japan like this.
Another remarkable square is the one in front of Himeji
station, arguably one of the best station plazas that are
completely off limits to motorized vehicles.

When talking about plazas to people of my generation,
the area that first comes to mind is definitely Shinjuku. A
place symbolic of the time when the Japanese original type
of plaza was about to be born, this functional underground
traffic square built by Sakakura Associates at Shinjuku
station’s west exit is known as “Shinjuku Nishiguchi Chika
Hiroba.” Young people used to gather here, and a citizen’s
association for peace in Vietnam held antiwar folk song
meetings on Saturdays. There was a lot going on, before
the authorities intervened and stopped such meetings for
fear of derangement. The name “hiroba” (square, plaza) was
changed to “doro” (street, road), and you had to move on if
you didn’t want to get arrested. This is how the chance to
establish an original type of plaza in Japan was knocked
out, which | guess became a trauma of sorts for people
of my generation.

i
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(Fig.5) Tomin Hiroba (“citizen’s plaza”) in front of the

Tokyo Metropolitan Government building

Sakariba: a special kind of entertainment district

While European-style plazas don’t really gain a foothold or
even popularity in Japan, there are rather flexible, symbolic
sakariba — amusement places for people to meet, consume
and enjoy themselves in the city. | think these have some-
thing in common with what they’re calling “third places”
or late. In other words, in addition to people’s workplaces
and the communities they live in, there is a third type of
place where they meet and consume; places where cultur-
ally stimulating things happen. Those are called sakariba
in Japanese, but considering all these notions, the term
is difficult to translate into Western languages. One may
try such translations as “public place” or “entertainment
district,” but these just don’t work. There used to be places
in Shinjuku that embodied this concept.

However since the 1980s, a new generation of young
people with little interest in politics arrived, whereas the
phenomenon of women flocking to the cities was especially
prominent. Harajuku and Shibuya became popular spots,
but they don’t belong to the aforementioned category of
sakariba. Different from the sakariba that implies notions
of underground and underworld, these were new and shiny
commercial places with no such things as violence, death or
sex. The emergence of such places for entertainment (Fig.8)
marked a significant change in the Japanese lifestyle itself.

At the same time in the 1980s, yet in a slightly different
phase, squared began to appear in the city centers. Different
from the plazas in front of public buildings that | mentioned
earlier, they were mostly parts of commercial complexes,
like Triton Square for example. Waterfront promenades were
developed as well. Examples for these would be Zenpukuji
Riverside in Suginami, and the Shinsui Promenade at the
foot of St. Luke’s Garden Tower. In Tokyo, the number of
people who moved back from the outskirts to the central
areas — especially young families with children — gradually
increased, and from here, things changed dramatically.

Another important factor is that it seems to be difficult
in Japan to create proper pedestrian spaces, because the
government doesn’t want this. There used to be that pedes-

(Fig.6) Shinbashi Station square

(Fig.7) Asagaya Station square
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(Fig.9) Riverside 21

trian-only street in Harajuku, but they eventually abandoned
that and opened the street to traffic again. Reversely, there
are situations arising where public space, even pedestrian
space that is off limits to vehicles and open to people, is
created as a result of large-scale development where the
owner can do as he likes on the respective plot of land.

Standardized public space development by large real
estate companies alone doesn’t make people happy

The public spaces in Japanese cities today are all spaces
that were built. That’s not unexciting, but at the end of the
day, they naturally tend to look kind of similar (Fig.9, 10).

Nonetheless, recent designs have become much more
elaborate and refined. Let me show you another example.
These are high-rise residential buildings. For example, Mitsui
Fudosan erected such residential towers by the waterfront
during two separate periods in the 1970s and ‘90s. The first
ones were based on the concept of individualism rather than
community necessity. It's a gated community. Created with
the aim to nurture a community, the ones built later were
equipped with areas were the residents could barbecue
or stage events. This example shows how concepts in the
real estate industry changed as well.

Like the Urban Renaissance Agency’s well-known pub-
lic housing in Shinonome, there are also projects with a
strong focus on community-building. In recent years, the
creation of comfortable rooftop gardens and squares is a
noticeable trend that seems to enjoy popularity especially
among young mothers with baby strollers. On the rooftop
of the Komatsu Store they set up a shrine, which indicates
how both lifestyles and living environments are changing.
Part of that change is the idea to take part in the city and
enjoy oneself in one’s own space, which | think is a favor-
able trend among urban residents.

Otemachi used to be an area without any collective spaces,
with no green and no places for amusement, so for those
working in the offices in this area it wasn’t a very comfort-
able place. But a few years ago, Taisei Corporation, a large
construction company, reconstructed the Musashino forest

as a place where office workers can enjoy their lunchtime
(Fig.11). This is another highly popular oasis in the area,
located behind Mitsubishi Ichibankan (Fig.12). This kind of
trend is in my view a positive development.

The more people’s lifestyles change, the more we feel like
devoting more time to enjoying ourselves. There are many
small sakariba recently, places where the local people prefer
to hang out with close friends or with the family. Shops
so small that one can see everyone’s faces are popular
especially in the Koenji, Asagaya and Nishi-Ogikubo neigh-
borhoods on the Chuo Line. These small public, collective
spaces represent yet another new type of amalgamation of
private and public space where people can spend hours hav-
ing a good time without worrying about the last train home.

The model public space development of large real estate
companies alone doesn’t make people happy, so these
small, comfortable places where guests enjoy themselves
while looking at each other’s faces will probably assume an
increasingly important role. This certainly is a very Asian,
and at once a very Japanese way in the first place, and in
my view, this is something that we should treasure.

Public and private space in contemporary China

Chen: Today, | am very happy to be here to share with you
my understanding and my personal experience of Chinese
cities. | would like to take this opportunity to introduce
you to several Chinese cities, because | want you to gain a
broader view of China, a huge country. The cities | would
like to talk about are Beijing, the capital of the People’s Re-
public of China, and Shanghai, the most powerful economic
engine in China. There’s also a city that probably only a few
of you have visited, called Chongging, one of the directly
controlled municipalities in China, with a population of

around 30 million. And | will bring you further down to the
South where you will see Hangzhou, Guangzhou, Fuzhou,
and Xiamen, etc.

My presentation consists of three parts. In the first part,
I will be talking about public space. In the second part, |

(Fig.10) Shibaura Island

(Fig.11) The forest of Otemachi
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will show you how the Chinese privatize public space, and
turn it into everyday space they enjoy. And in the last part,
| will talk about private space, but probably because of
the limited time | may not have much time for this section.

Politics of public space: the typology and monumental-
ity of big squares

If you visit Chinese cities and ask your local friend what’s
the most important public space in the city, they will prob-
ably be confused. But if you ask them where is the biggest
square in the city, the answer will be very clear and uniform.
Almost every city has a big square. That’s very important for
the city. If you visit Beijing, they will take you to the Tianan-
men Square, and in Shanghai, they will show you around
the People’s Square. If you go to Guangzhou, they will show
you the new square over there, Huacheng Square. And in
my hometown, they will show you Wuyi Square, where you
can see the statue of Chairman Mao waving at you.

This is an online image of the most prominent big square
in China. | think that most of you know that Tiananmen
Square has a rectangular shape. It is around 500 meters
wide and 800 meters long. At its center is the Monument
to the People’s Hero, with the Mausoleum of Mao Zedong
to its south, today’s National Museum of China to the east,
the Great Hall of People to the west, and the Tiananmen,
the Gate of Heavenly Peace, to the north. Behind it is the
Forbidden City.

As you know, Chairman Mao is the person who decided
that Tiananmen should be the largest and most spectacular
square in the world. On October 1st, 1949, he stood there
and proclaimed the founding of the PRC. His vision was
that the square should accommodate 300,000 people.
During the Cultural Revolution between 1963 and 1976, it
has been enlarged almost four times. People from all over
the country went to have rallies there. The hugeness of the
square makes you feel that you are nobody.

Because of the importance of the Tiananmen Square, you
can only access the square from certain points. In the
picture, you can see that those points are always under
control. The square is enclosed by iron bars. Also because
of the road traffic, access to the square is really limited. You
can see police everywhere, although this square is open
to the public 24 hours a day.

The most popular program on the square is to watch the
national flag raising ceremony. And the kids like flying kites
there, because of the unblocked openness. No trees are
around the square. There are just some mobile planter boxes
for decoration purposes during festivals. Because many
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important political events took place on the Tiananmen
Square, it is heavily guarded with police, either dressed in
uniform or plain clothes.

In Chinese cities, you will see a lot of this type of slogan
boards, showing slogans along with the name of the city
and district. These show the ambition of the city, district, or
town. Even small towns like Guali want to be the top town
in the province. It's indeed a very small town. This reflects
a kind of ambition beyond public projects in China.

In 2010, Guangzhou hosted the 16th Asian Games. While
preparing for this mega event, the local government real-
ized that those modern buildings could not represent the
local culture. But what is the local culture? They figured
out that Guangzhou used to be famous for its waterway.
Guangzhou was called “the Venice of China” in the old days.
There were lots of canals in Guangzhou. Unfortunately, in
the 1990s, most of these canals were covered with rein-
forced concrete boards, because of the pollution and the
need of more driveway for vehicles. When preparing for
the Asian Games, they had to think about what to show to
foreign friends. They came up with the idea of recovering
the canals. Within only six months, they finished the first
phase of Lizhiwan Project. They removed all the reinforced
concrete, and created beautiful waterfront gardens (Fig.13) .

In this image, you can see the clean water, new embank-
ments, trees and landscaping, while all the buildings along
the canal were repainted in gray — the color of Canton.
However, just around the corner from the canal, you can
see this neighborhood in a deteriorated state. There was
no investment in the improvement of infrastructure for this
neighborhood.

In the same year, they had another project to beautify the
canals for the Asian Games in a different part of Guangzhou.
This is the elevated highway over the canal. You can see
the buildings around the canal. They built some landscape
walls to cover the not-so-nice-looking buildings. They also
installed iron railings to cover air-conditioning outdoor units,
in order to make buildings look nicer to visitors. Even the
canopies for balconies were replaced and unified in the
same style. This is how they try to beautify the landscape
around the canal.

When | visited my parents and brother in 2014, | noticed
scaffoldings covering buildings along the main road. | asked
them about this, and they told me that was because Fuzhou
was going to host the National Youth Games in 2015. So
it’s very important to beautify the scenery around the main
road. You see red banners proclaiming “to support the
landscape alternation project, and to improve the image of
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(Fig.17) Street vendor in Shanghai (L), China
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the provincial capital.” That’s the idea of beautifying street
facade. Actually, it is a kind of wasting money, because
they just replaced old iron railings with new ones (Fig.14) .

Privatizing Everyday Space: Alley Life and Pajamas
Culture

Square dance is very popular in China. In many cities, it
happens in the small squares in the neighborhood, but
definitely not on the big squares. Groups of middle-aged
or elderly women gather together to dance or exercise
there. They just need a CD player and an amplifier, and
a leader. That’s the way for them to exercise, and also to
socialize (Fig.15).

The Chinese also know how to use pedestrian walkways.
This kind of building with five-foot-way in Guangzhou is
called Qilou. It is supposed to be a pedestrian way, but
the shop owners just put their stuff there. Ironically, it is
just a few doors away from a government office. This is a
commercial street in Xiamen. On this newly paved pedes-
trian way, shop owners are displaying their goods, so the
pedestrians have no choice but to walk on the main road.
This is the Chinese way of using public space (Fig.16) .

You can see these kinds of street vendors selling cheap stuff
in Shanghai and Beijing (Fig.17). They are the persons who
sustain low-income families in these so-called metropolitan
cities. In older neighborhoods you can see places where
a man set up his own small work station. People create
workplaces for themselves, offering sewing services or
food for the neighbors. This is how they earn a little money
to make a living in the city.

There are many spaces of such kinds that you can experi-
ence in China, but they can only happen off the main roads.
This is an area quite close to the Tiananmen Square. These
street vendors were caught by the so-called “Chengguan”
city inspectors. The street vendors’ goods may be confis-
cated, and they may be fined and bullied.

Western people are always wondering why the Chinese
people wear pajamas on the street. The reason is that the
Chinese have a different perception and understanding of
public space. In 2010, we visited Shanghai for the Shanghai
Expo. On the one hand, you see the Shanghai Bund and
the amazing expo spaces. On the other hand, if you go to
the old residential areas, you see everyday life over there.
The kids are still playing and doing their homework in the
Nongtang (alley). You can see clothes hanging over there
and the elderly chit-chatting. That is the real life (Fig.18)
.When you go to Xiamen, you can see that the local people
like drinking tea along the road, right in front of their houses.
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In the old Fuzhou neighborhood, you can see the congrega-
tion of washing basins, where people do the house work
together in shady places. The Chinese expand their living
spaces to the public space outside. Thus in a way they
privatize the public space. | visited Chongging in January
2011. It was very cold in the winter, but instead of staying
at home and watching TV, the old people went out and
chatted with each other. This man was having lunch, while
over there the locals made sausages and bacon together
(Fig.19) . In this kind of old neighborhood, local customs live
on. Rather than individual efforts, the neighbors share and
work together to prepare for the Spring Festival. However
this kind of lifestyle definitely won’t continue if they have
to move to new apartment buildings.

If you look at the living conditions in the old neighborhoods,
you will understand why the Chinese privatize public space
in such a way. There’s no toilet, no kitchen, and not even
a living room in the house. So they have to expand their
living space to the public area. It is simply because they
have no other choice.

You'll probably know the Great Leap Forward Campaign in
China between 1958 and 1961. They set up Communes in
the villages and Work Units in the cities. Every person was
assigned to either a Commune or a Work Unit. They were
self-sufficient, cooperative units, having their own schools,
hospitals, etc. They also provided housing. But it was very
simple with only sleeping space in your own unit. Kitchen,
toilet and shower rooms were shared.

If you visit Shanghai and move away from the popular shop-
ping districts, you're likely to see a public toilet like this.
But it was not designed for you, but for the local residents.
Some public toilets have no partition inside. That’s a way to
maximize the use of toilet space. As you can see, this is a
brand new toilet, with a new stainless urine bowl. If you go
to an old neighborhood, you can see old women washing
urine bowls along the street. There is no toilet inside the
house, so they have to use a bowl to catch urine at night.
In the morning, they go to the public toilet to pour it out.

Sacrificed Personal Space: retreating from the public
space

As the Chinese are getting richer, inequality in cities in-
creases. People move to apartment units. Actually, they
feel insecure and worried, because they don’t know their
neighbors. So they just enclose their houses. They saw
the construction work outside and got worried about the
migrant workers. Because of the increasing population
mobility, people move from one city to another, from rural
to urban areas. They don’t know each other’s backgrounds.
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That makes people feel insecure. In old neighborhoods,
even though the houses were run-down and shabby, people
trusted their neighbors.

Many years ago, Tianzifang in Shanghai was known for its
bottom-up approach in regeneration. Unfortunately, when
| went there in 2014, it had become over-commercialized
and crowded with tourists. The air was mixed with the smell
of barbeque, ice cream and others. When getting closer
to residential areas, you will see signboards set up by the
managing company, reading “Residential area, please keep
quiet.” This is a quite soft kind of warning. But if you look
at the whiteboard put up by the residents, their voices are
bitter, claiming “We want to live, we want to survive.” (Fig.20)
Obviously it wasn’t the right thing to do with the city.

However, Tianzifang may be lucky to have old buildings
retained. In many old neighborhoods, you can see this kind
of chop with the Chinese character for “Chai” (demolition).
That means these houses will be demolished in a short time,
and entire neighborhoods eventually disappeared that way.

The Chinese know how to negotiate the public space, even
when it was not designed for them to use. In Guangzhou,
after the 16th Asian Games, everyday life returned back to
normal. People go there fishing and doing small businesses.
The Chinese have humorous ways of enjoying private life

in public spaces!

The FAR GAME: Constraints sparking creativity on
the Korean frontline

The meaning of “public”

Kim: Regarding the discussion of private and public, | am
going to talk about the FAR GAME (Fig.21).

The transfer of meanings from ideograms to syllabic let-
ters, to phonetic, to phonemic letters, generated a common
platform for three cultures in China, Korea and Japan, but
at the same time, revealed fundamental disparities in per-
ception about what “public” means in East Asia. In ancient
Chinese, there are two words pronounced “kong” that have
a similar meaning. The first means openness, the second
togetherness and sharing.

However in Korea today, the term “public” has an obscured
meaning, as it is used to refer to things related to the state
and government rather than to the city. | think the idea
of “publicness” is probably the same in China and even
in Japan. A juxtaposition of these three recent historical
realities — colonialism, communism, and military dictator-
ship — has led Koreans to be overly guarded in conceding
and negotiating private territory, while being most toler-
ant in terms of encroachment in the public realm. Tonight

20

I will talk about the relation between private and public
territory from a slightly different angle. The title of my
presentation is “The FAR GAME,” and | will talk about this
as a battle between private and public regulation. As you
all probably know, FAR stands for Floor Area Ratio, while
BCR means Building Coverage Ratio. They are simply just
numerical indexes.

But what is the FAR GAME? The FAR GAME is an endeavor
to maximize the ratio at all costs while complying with strict
building regulations. 99% of Korean architecture must wage
this battle in order to survive (Fig.22). The FAR GAME has
been the driving force behind the growth and amplifica-
tion of Korea and its architecture over the last 50 years.
The Game works across all building types, from super tall
buildings and apartment complexes like this, to miniature
houses. The FAR GAME has three players: consumers,
suppliers, and controllers, whereas we architects are sort
of the bottom of the supplier pyramid.

Now why is this FAR GAME happening in South Korea,
particularly in Seoul?

I'm going to talk about the forces behind the FAR GAME.
The first index shows the density, and | would say that
Seoul holds the triple crowns in terms of density. Seoul is
the most populated, dense and concentrated city. Seoul
was once the world’s most populated city, surpassing Séao
Paulo and Mumbai in 2006. And Seoul has more than three
times the density of neighboring cities such as Tokyo, Hong
Kong, Shanghai and Singapore. Half of the total population
of South Korea resides in the greater metropolitan area of
Seoul, with half of that, over 10 million people, living in the
city proper. While it took London 129 years, and New York
127 years to reach the 8 million mark from one million,
and Paris needed 81 years to get from 1 to 2.9 million, the
population of Seoul climbed from 1 to 10 million in only
46 years. Another reason is the concentration of capital.
Korea has become the seventh 20K-50M Club — a country
that has more than 20,000 GDP per capita with more than
50 million population — following the UK. Japan was the
first member in 1987. So, the extreme density and capital
concentration have an enormous impact on land in South
Korea. This impact fueled the construction driven economy
in Korea, where the construction investment rate was almost
25% between 1991 and 1995.

So, how is density and capital concentration related to urban
planning in Seoul? This picture shows a series of urban
planning techniques employed in Korea from the 1960s up
to today. These are very complicated maps, but the conclu-
sion is that nearly 70% of all urbanization executed by these
urban planning techniques is taking place in Seoul, which
means that Seoul is a very old, yet at the same time also a
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very, very young city. The area affected by such so-called
LR (Land Readjustment) projects represents almost 40%
of the total urbanized areas in Seoul. These two pictures
show how LR projects were used to reorganize irregular
agricultural plots, subdivide them into the urban cluster,
and build roads and other infrastructure. As you see, the
subdivided land was gradually filled with buildings. These
projects come with certain advantages from both private
and public standpoints. The enhanced land value increases
profits for private landowners, while on the other hand,
the government could built infrastructure without direct
investment of any public money. In the 1980s, the Korean
government abandoned these projects because they wanted
to reap the harvest, placing profit over public interest.

So even in urban planning, the idea of “publicness” be-
comes really obscured and distorted.

Blocks in this area measure 800 by 700 meters, which is
slightly larger than Tiananmen Square, and larger also than
blocks in New York, Kyoto, and other grid cities. Because
of these large block dimensions, the area has been divided
into several different zoning areas, each of which has dif-
ferent FAR and BCR limits, like 600%, 250% and 150%,
which means that the zoning areas are layered like onions,
so entering a block is like peeling an onion layer by layer,
whereas you see more onion the further you progress, while
the onion itself is getting smaller. But why do | show these LR
project areas? Because they are the typical and the largest
residential areas in Seoul. The maximum FAR is 200%, and
the average FAR of presently 650,000 buildings in Seoul
is 145%. For the past 100 years, architecture has been
focusing on the increase of the FAR from 70% to 145%,
and there is a collective desire to reach 200%. The FAR
GAME takes place in this gap between 150% and 200%.

Transformations of the city through small and medium-
sized multifamily houses

Now is the goal of the FAR GAME just to maximize rental
space in order to enhance profits, or is there something
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exemption regulations for the FAR calculation

(Fig.23) The five most critical building and

more to the direct encroachment of space as part of this
game? Can the FAR GAME spark creativity? That’s what I'm
going to discuss as | show you a number of examples. This
building, Gilmosery, has a rather strange shape, but there
was a very smart and clever idea behind this design. The
maximum BCR is 60%, and the footprint of the building
should not exceed 227 square meters. If you consider a
BCR of 60%, you can build 227 square meters. Following
the guidelines of building distance, diagonal plain control
and maximum FAR, you can draw the outline of a building
within a red line. You can stack up to six floors. Then you
distribute 200% FAR across six levels like this. But the
problem is, from the private point of view, that the BCR of
each floor is far below the maximum 60%, so architects
try to increase both BCR and FAR by making these unusual
shapes. According to the Korean regulations, the balcony
is included in the BCR, but excluded from the FAR depend-
ing on the facade perforation ratio (Fig.23). These are the
plans for the third, fourth and fifth floor, and as you can
see, the balcony bases decrease as you go up. Sections are
designed as benches in the intermediate space between
the interior and the busy and noisy commercial street, but
at the same time | think this is a kind of buffer between the
private and the public realms. These are elevations at the
front side. This is the view from inside. Someone is sitting
on the balcony, and that space was included in the BCR
but not in the FAR. That's the FAR GAME. Another view of
the balcony, with reflections on the glass walls. A sunken
garden. You can see reversed images of day and night.
Now we can draw a diagram like this (Fig.24).

These are the building regulations, and then you can
stack up, considering the clients’ requirements. And then
you play the Game, and make the final building, expanding
as much as you can (Fig.25). This is another multi-family
house named “3-P House” in a typical residential area in
Korea. About half of all Korean households live in this type
of building. They usually have three or four floors, and the
parking is underground. This architect’s design for a six-
story building consisting of 12 units and parking on the
ground level is dominated by a steep, slanted roof. You

(Fig.25) Stereotypical medium-sized multifamily

house, Korea
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(Fig.24) Gilmosery, Diagrams demon-
strating how the FAR Game is played

(Fig.26) 3P-House, Diagrams demon-
strating how the FAR Game is played

(Fig.27) Y-House, Diagrams demon-
strating how the FAR Game is played




can reach each floor from the elevator or the staircase in
the center. The building was constructed by a cheap local
construction company. Construction costs were just about
$95 per square foot, which is really low. This diagram shows
the design tactics and process (Fig.26).They started with a
cubic residential building, and turned it upside down to cre-
ate parking spaces and public passageways on the ground.
And then they carved out an inner courtyard. The result is
a building with a high exclusive use ratio of 176%, which
is very important in marketing in South Korea. This inner
courtyard you have here lets in daylight and provides visual
access to the sky. This is the view down into the courtyard;
the view up to the sky from the courtyard; and the view at
the courtyard from inside.

This is another residential project, Y House. The recent
trend goes toward larger apartment complexes, and here
you can see there’s something going on already. You can
also see that all these building were made by local con-
struction companies without any formal design training. The
site faces to the north — the least preferable direction for
Korean residential units. Sometimes it is impossible to sell
a unit facing north. The schematic design on the left was
done by a local architect. The scheme on the right shows
how six units are kept, but two duplex units are facing
north, with a maximum 60% BCR and a maximum 200%
FAR. So the total floor area is the same, but the volume has
increased thanks to the filled-up triangular shape (Fig.27).
The next section shows the combination of six units and the
parking, and the sitting areas on the ground floor, open to
the public street. The yellow color indicates the upper two
floors, and in spite of the disadvantage of orientation, the
duplex units are quite attractive.

The Korean pavilion at the 2016 Venice Architecture
Biennale

The theme that Alejandro Aravena, a Chilean architect,
proposed for this year’s Venice Biennale is to report from
the frontlines on what’s happening in the respective
participating countries. For South Korea, we proposed
that battle of the FAR GAME, which | see as an analyti-
cal and imaginative exploration of Korean cities using
Seoul as a core. Buildings of mixed scale and mixed
use are supposed to add short-term economic motives
to different social and cultural values. These are the 36
examples showcased in exhibitions. We made two models
for each building, 72 models in total, but it’s the same
scale of 1:75 (Fig.28). Each panel was like the diagram
here. This is sort of a series of these diagrams for the
buildings, and various design techniques are employed
on the rules of the game. Most of these building scales
wouldn’t have been on any architect’s radar, but now,
after the global economic crisis of 2008, they provide
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an opportunity to go down into the trench and force the
slow process of regenerating one building at a time.
This is an assimilation of the exhibition areas (Fig.29).
On the top of this analysis of 36 buildings, we invited
three different artists and asked them to illustrate their
perspectives on this ordinary urban landscape (Fig.30).
Before this round table talk, | just happened to be at the
press conference by Mr. Muntadas, where he referred
to certain fragmented and generic qualities in Asian ar-
chitecture. | think that’s exactly what it looks like — very
generic, but at the same time also very fragmented. A very
mundane landscape, and everybody is trying to expand
their buildings, sometimes illegally. It’s hard to say that
there were certain collective theories, or any consistent
movement behind this phenomenon, but their attitude
and approach certainly distinguishes these architects
from previous generations.

They are expanding the better part of the FAR GAME. Maybe
the FAR GAME happens everywhere in the world, including
China and Japan. So | want to share my experience with
people in China and Japan, and maybe even in Spain, and
see what we can learn about these games.

Almazan: Let me now open the roundtable session.
Could you pinpoint with just a few words the most charac-
teristic elements in the public space that you have shown?

The mountains in Seoul are important public spaces

Kim: Korean cities have even less public space than Japan
and China. But public spaces like the mountains surrounding
Seoul are a unique feature of the city. It's a very interesting
scenery on weekends, and even during the week, as you
see many backpackers on the subways going in different
directions out to the mountains. It’s the only public space
you don’t have to pay for, and where you can exercise.

Jinnai: In historical Asian cities, mountains are generally
religious places. In Japan, there are shrines or temples
that can be public spaces where people get together.
What do you think?

Kim: I'm not a historian, but in Korea, a temple usually
sits on top of a mountain, unlike temples in Japanese and
Chinese cities.

Jinnai: Different from Japan, though, there are many Chris-
tian churches in Korea. Those churches are located in the
city as well, so they seem to function also as places for the
citizens to gather.

Kim: The churches are open to everybody, but | don’t think

(Fig.29) Inside view of the Korean Pavilion
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they’re really used by everybody. | don’t consider them as
public spaces.

Almazan: What would you choose as the most characteristic
features of Japan and China respectively?

Jinnai: In Japanese history, there have existed several
types of public spaces. First of all, there are areas around
bridges, which is related to the importance of mobility in
urban daily life. So historically speaking, the key points
are railway stations, navigation systems, and places where
pedestrians meet. There are also examples of the typical
Western-style plaza created in front of railway stations,
but in Japan, there traditionally exist public spaces where
people get together in a slightly different fashion, such as
shrines for example. The local street itself can turn into a
public space as well, and this is an understanding that all
Japanese people share.

If you visit historical cities like Kyoto, for example, there
are merchants living and working along the streets. They
set up their shops right in front of their houses, so busi-
ness activities and private life take place in and around
the same building. This certainly is one characteristically
Japanese style.

The situation is similar also in downtown Tokyo, where
people decorate bonsai or park their bicycles in front of
their houses, making the street an extension of their living
space, and thus an area where the line between private and
public is blurred. The street itself is regarded as a public
space where neighbors meet and chat. Like in Korea, ka-
raoke places are small but public spaces as well for people
to hang out together.

One recent trend that can be observed in today’s Japa-
nese cities is the creation of numerous very small public
spaces, including an increasing number of public spaces
on rooftops for example. There aren’t many street cafés in
Japan, maybe because too many high-rise buildings were
erected in response to increasing traffic, and the street
has thus turned into a rather uncomfortable place. There
also exist regulations that make opening a street café dif-
ficult. So as creating pleasant spaces on the street level
has become difficult, companies and building owners have
begun to set up comfortable areas with plants and shrines
on their rooftops.

Chen: My understanding of public space in China dis-
tinguishes between two extremes. One is very formal —
formalized places like big squares where the government
wants to show the power of authority. The other is this
kind of back alley space that | showed in my presentation.
It is interesting to note how the Chinese find ways to use
these tiny spaces and enjoy their life in the neighborhoods.

However, because of the rapid urbanization of Chinese
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cities, people now consider this kind of life as disadvan-
taged, and not representative of modern lifestyle. So they
try to erase this kind of neighborhood by moving people
into modern high-rise apartment buildings. Along the way,
local customs get lost.

My concern is that Chinese cities are losing local character,
and become more generic. Architects just calculate the FAR
and design units for people to live, but what kind of life
is it when people don't talk to their neighbors? We don’t
know each other. The character of public space in China
is something that I’'m concerned about. | think we need to
find ways to carry on and maintain the traditional character.

Almazan : Thank you for your very interesting comments.
My question was basically inspired by the idea that, what
you consider to be the essence or character of a country is
one thing, and the other is what we want to be in the future.

The potential of waterfront areas in Asia

Jinnai: There was a big event at Hikarie in Shibuya just
yesterday. It's a project called “Mizbering,” aiming to give
riverside areas back into the hands of the citizens. Like
the riverbed of the Kamogawa River in Kyoto, many public
spaces where people used to come together in Japan are
along rivers. However in modern times, large embankments
were built and rivers lowered as far down as possible, dis-
connecting rivers from people’s daily life activities — all in the
name of new flood control projects assimilating European
technologies, and protection against flood damage. They
are administered by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and
Transport, or local civil engineering officers, who set up
rules that keep the citizens away from the waterside. In the
traditional pre-Edo period society, waterside areas used to
be very free kinds of spaces where people could gather and
sell things for example. In the modern age, they were turned
into places that people could no longer access and use for
public activities, but in the last ten years, things have again
changed significantly. Yesterday’s event was an occasion
for a large number of people engaged in such activities in
all parts of Japan to get together and exchange. Japan is
right now facing a major turning point, as waterside areas
are about to regain their public functions, and if we look
at the situation in Asia at large, there certainly lies a lot of
potential in this. Elsewhere in Asia, there is the Cheong-
gyecheon in Seoul, and Singapore is in fact dotted with
symbolic kinds of riverside places that combine historical
significance and urban functionality. The Seine River in Paris
is of course a beautiful place, and they even bring sand and
make nice riverside beaches in the summer, but historically

speaking, the riversides in Asian cities used to be charged
with even more civic energy than those in Paris. | believe
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that, for Asia, riversides are important places regarding
the recovery of considerable public space.

Chen: China is a single-party country. As | showed in the
presentation, there are many signboards put up by residents
protesting against activities proposed by the government.
Right now in China, you're allowed to do that. You can
speak up, but the problem is what China as a country is
looking for now, other than money. That’s the problem.
We’'re trying to make money, and have less concern about
everyday life spaces.

Tianzifang in Shanghai, which | showed in the presenta-
tion, is one famous example of a regeneration project. It
was a very Shanghainese kind of neighborhood. Initially,
some artists set up their ateliers in the factories there,
and the residents got together and tried to revitalize this
area. At that time it wasn’t a popular tourist destination.
The neighbors just sit in the Nongtang and chat with each
other. But gradually, people found out that this was a nice
place to experience Shanghai life, and the government also
realized that it's a good place to promote Shanghai culture,
so they eventually engaged in the regeneration project. As a
result, this area became over-commercialized. Some of the
residents benefit from this kind of regeneration — especially
those owning ground floor space. They rent out the units
and make money on that, so they can move to so-called
new apartments. Those on the less advantageous levels
remain in the neighborhood. It’s them who are suffering
from this kind of transformation.

It seems that the Chinese government began to realize
these problems. In some regeneration projects, they try
to get some feedback from the public.

But the public consultation time is quite short and limited.
| also hope there will be more educational programs in uni-
versities and high schools to teach students how important
itis to continue local customs and traditional lifestyles, and
to maintain and protect the old neighborhoods in the cities.
That’s my understanding, thank you.

Jinnai: | gather that it’s quite difficult in the residential
areas in Shanghai. But one thing that made me jealous
was to hear about all those modern period factories and
warehouses that have survived along the rivers in Shang-
hai. Making effective re-use of such places must have
resulted in the creation of new public space where artists
can work at the source of a highly creative young culture,
which is very difficult to achieve in Tokyo. There do exist
places that radiate some kind of cultural atmosphere,
but they immediately catch the eyes of developers who
eventually tear the warehouses down rather than re-use
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them, which is why cultural activity has disappeared from
Tokyo’s waterfront. There were a number of magnificent
galleries and discotheques utilizing old warehouse spaces
in the early 1980s, but nowadays there are only apartment
and office buildings. So it appears to me that Shanghai is
ahead in this respect.

Almazan: You mentioned that there is a lack of public
space, which means that you probably think you need more
public space in Seoul.

Kim: To me the question how to make and design public
space seems important, but it is equally important to have
a certain social consensus regarding the public intention.
Korea is still divided into north and south, and the idea of
publicness is pretty much related to the ideological and
political confrontation that came from the country’s division.

If you seriously argue about public matters, sometimes you
are criticized as a pro-socialist. In fact, some politicians
exploited this antagonism. At many public places you are
not allowed to make any sensitive political speech, and
you are under surveillance. So I'm not sure whether this is
related to public issues in contemporary society.

It is a big question, and | don’t really have an answer. But
as academics, professional architects and urban planners,
maybe we could make some small changes, beginning with
small plots and, within the strict regulations and obstacles,
try to open buildings to the people and bring visitors in
even though it’s private space. To me this is much more
interesting than making huge parks and plazas, and I’'m
very suspicious about the rationale behind creating huge
public spaces in Asia in the first place. | think we still lack
the idea of the civic. The idea of the civic is in my view
missing in our society.

Jinnai: | understand that very well. Professor Kim is curating
the Korean pavilion at this year’s Venice Biennale. When
architect KITAYAMA Koh curated the Japanese pavilion at
one of the previous Biennales, he invited NISHIZAWA Ryue
and Mr. Sakamoto from Atelier Bow-Wow to collaborate on
a project inspired by the idea to change the urban land-
scape from small housing units, so there seem to be similar
concepts. In Europe and America, cities are created from a
bigger view, with large squares, avenues, a basic plan and
grand vision coming first, and only after that they move on
to the smaller details.

Mr. Kitayama, on the other hand, uses such terms as “me-
tabolizing,” interpreting metabolism from a contemporary
point of view. He suggests that even downtown Tokyo, a
densely populated residential area with the rather negative
image of generally messy and not exactly pretty streets,
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has its values, and was going to propose an urban model
that reviews, refines, connects and metamorphoses actions
that take place on every single plot of land in this neighbor-
hood. This seems to be a very Asian kind of thinking, and
Mr. Kim’s work is obviously based on similar ideas. While
Mr. Kitayama was focusing on individual private homes, |
found it interesting to hear about Mr. Kim’s plans that are
generally about apartment complexes. Such ideas should
probably be applied for apartment buildings in Japan as
well, because if we don’t enhance the quality of medium-
rise multiple dwelling complexes from an urban point of
view, with collective elements that contribute and connect
to the local community, it will always be a mere aggrega-
tion of individual plots, so we won’t be able to create good
cities. In that sense, Mr. Kim’s approach is in my view quite
important for the future of East Asian cities.

Almazan: | would like to continue this discussion, but
it would be very nice also to have some feedback from
the audience. First of all, Mr. Muntadas, do you have any
comments?

Muntadas: Looking at cities in general, | think it is clear that
public space is diminishing. The reason for this is money —
the economy — and the control by surveillance cameras. You
pointed out that, if a public space is a free space, you don’t
have to pay, and you need to be free without surveillance.
That is why nowadays there are less and less public spaces.
In order to get a picture of the common situation, I'd like
to know how you see this for your respective countries. If
we need to accept the idea that the shopping mall is the
ultimate public space, then we have a problem. In the city
of Los Angeles, people do not walk on the street anymore.
Now the former pedestrians are inside their cars, not even
in the squares. The only public space today is the shopping
mall. Is that situation the same you have in East Asian cities
too? | would like a response from each of you if possible.

Chen: Currently in China, | would say yes. Young people
consider the shopping mall as a public space. But actually
it’s not really a public space. It is controlled by a private
company. As | mentioned in my presentation, nowadays
people retreat to their private places. They’re afraid of
what'’s going on outside, because there are many migrants
from different cities. They lost their trust in other people.
They go to the shopping mall and feel that’s a safe place
because of the surveillance cameras there. You feel that
you're protected by somebody. Because China is still a de-
veloping country, you can’t expect it to change overnight. So
probably later they will realize that the shopping mall is not a
public space, and may like to return to the old neighborhood
life. Regarding the question of public space in Singapore,
people there also feel that the shopping mall is probably
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the place where they can enjoy modern comfortable life.

Jinnai: | don’t consider a shopping mall to be a public
space. There was a time when that kind of facility was
thought of as public space in Japan as well, but now that
development methods seem to be a bit more advanced,
with an increasing emphasis on multi-functionality, | think
there are quite a lot of successful examples where offices,
housing, shops, restaurants and cafés exist next to each
other. However, | wish they would build more integral kinds
of places where people can generally just meet and enjoy
their time without having to spend money.

Land prices in Japan are high, so redevelopment projects
that include high-class residences and boutiques have
more power, but it appears to me that the developers are
gradually realizing that there should be more such complex
public facilities also in ordinary residential areas.

Kim: Open space in Seoul is not decreasing, it actually
increased. But public space probably diminished because
of the development methods. They just demolish the whole
urban fabric and erect high-rise buildings, so you have large
open spaces. But as you say, it's a gated community. So,
yes, public space is diminishing. But, we can’t stop it. This
is the capitalist city, and money just wins. Unfortunately
that’s happening in many Asian cities, and | think we have to
accept this reality, but we have to make the students and the
young generation aware of what’s happening in the cities.

Jinnai: There are numerous apartment towers especially in
the Tsukudajima and Tsukishima districts in Tokyo. These
are typical common-people waterfront areas with tenement
houses and shopping streets, where high-rise apartment
buildings have been erected since the 1980s. The problem
is that people who move to these areas from outside don’t
communicate much with the locals that have been living
there for ages. They don’t participate in local festivals or
neighborhood associations, and they shop at large su-
permarkets or department stores rather than at the local
grocer’s. If only there was more exchange between those
new people and the locals representing the respective
area and its traditions, that would result in the creation of
really exciting new communities in Tokyo. There do exist
such activities here and there, but at this point, there is still
a lot to do in this respect.

Question 1: Thank you for your presentation. You talked
about public space, and sometimes you have private-public
spaces and public-public spaces. For example, in Tokyo
usually you can’t smoke on the street and in squares. In
Europe, one type of public space is the open café where
you are allowed to smoke. Another thing is what I'd call a
metabolism of authenticity. Sometimes you have new things,
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but they are made to look like old-style buildings to give
you a historical kind of feeling. It’s not authentic, because
it’s a new “old” building.

Authenticity is also important. You can show some old
historical place, but it’s in fact a new building, so you don’t
feel the soul of your history. The third thing I'd like to men-
tion is “smart” public space, because sometimes public
spaces are not smart. They could be anywhere — Tokyo,
Seoul or Shanghai, even New York or Paris. | mean, it all
feels the same because there is no culture. The soul of a
public space is very important. What do you think about
this? The metabolism of authenticity — do you think it is
very important? And how do you maintain it?

Almazan: Yes, | think this topic of authenticity is really
important. Maybe it is connected to the issue of identity.

Kim: | don’t have a good answer to these questions. | under-
stand the problem is identity, the cultural identity of a city
and its architecture. When we show Korean architecture at
an exhibition in Europe or other continent, the question is
always, what exactly is Korean about it? What is the Korean
identity? | usually reply by asking them why they don’t ask
what exactly is Danish about Danish architecture, or what
is Dutch about Dutch architecture.

| don’t know but | think there’s a certain unfairness and
inequality in this idea of cultural identity. | don’t know
the answer. | think the idea of identity has to be clearly
distinguished from the idea of the vernacular. This is often
confused with identity.

Jinnai: People in Europe are used to the idea that build-
ings stand for a long time. Old buildings are renovated
and converted, and new functions added to maintain their
usability through the ages, but the fact that old buildings
often remain more or less as they are is a foundation on
which the respective place’s identity is built. There are of
course old buildings remaining in Japan as well, and with
the recent renovation boom and the general acceptance
of refurbished houses, the frameworks of old buildings are
often left untouched, even though the facades and super-
ficial appearances may change significantly. Buildings are
transformed to such an extent that people in Europe would
certainly protest, but young architects and students today
seem to love this style. There are quite a lot of restaurants
and bars of this type. | think in Tokyo and other big cities
in Japan today, there exist two different levels. On the first
one, there are major developers seeking profit, and even
though there seems to be a trend toward high-quality
redevelopment, such projects are usually high-class, large-
scale objects with added value that the man in the street
can’t afford. On the second level, there are cases in small
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areas like Koenji that | mentioned earlier, where people
with little money buy old houses, renovate them as they
like, and open shops such as wine bars for the local people.
In Koeniji, you find perfectly ordinary two-story buildings
with live music spaces on the first floor, where people come
together to attend live concerts or talk shows on things like
town planning for example.

Last week | visited Shimokitazawa. There are a lot of
wooden houses just over a minute’s walk from the station,
and one of them has a wonderful bookstore called “B&B”
on the first floor. It stocks a variety of stylish books on such
topics as contemporary environments, culture and lifestyle.
It has a meeting room that fits about twenty people, where
they frequently do small lectures and symposia. Such
spaces can only open in Tokyo — or Japan at large — today.
They have a distinctively handmade feeling and are made
with love, and | was particularly impressed to see how such
places help connect people, and provide opportunities
from individuals from different types of industries come
together and discuss things from their respective points of
view. This works only because they are renovated spaces,
because they surely wouldn't attract anyone if they were
all shiny new buildings. This is how things happen on two,
or maybe even on three or four different levels, and in my
view, you can only understand Tokyo if you look at all of them
together. Also regarding public spaces, you need to see the
entire picture in order to understand what the people want.

Chen: In China, many of the old neighborhoods are now
under regeneration with the aim of making them tourist
destinations, as you saw in some of the cases | showed in my
presentation. | interviewed many architects and planners in
the respective cities, and they actually work very hard trying
to figure out what is local identity. They study traditional
architectures and work out diagrams to summarize styles,
materials and colors that could represent local identity.
They are trying to follow this kind of scheme to create
new buildings that could represent the city’s identity. The
problem is that they sometimes demolished old buildings
in order to build new ones. Those demolished were indeed
representative of the local culture. The loss of local lifestyle
is another point of concern. Tourists who visit those places
believe that this is the local identity, which makes me worry
about the impact of this kind of misunderstanding of local
culture and lifestyle. | would rather like the tourists to go to
quiet places and look at the real life taking place there, and
then relate that experience to the tourist spots they visited.
That would surely help them gain a more comprehensive
understanding of the cities they visit.
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