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6 not-to-miss shows at the Venice Architecture Biennale

S HETTIE JUDAK

The architect Alekandro Aravena, the sur-
yrige winner of this year's Pritzker prize
vants to pull architectural focus away
o starry prestige projects and stten-
ion-grabbing landmark buildings Under
\ravena's direction, this year's Venice Ar-
‘hitecture Biennale, on view from Satur-
tay through Nov. 27 will foous on architec-
ure that addresses actual — and often ur-
tenit — dhalliy human needs.

He views the advancement of architec-
ure notas "a goalin itself but & way 1o im-
srive people’s quality of e, Later this
veak, Mr. Arévena's central exhibition,
‘Reporting From the Front!” will open
inngslde national presentations and spe-
jal projects. Many, inchuding the handful
i diverse projects below, offer their own
isete fram architecbure's many fronts

O International New

YEMEN

The nation of reporting from the {ront line
s, @8 it curators point aul, “unfortunately
directly applicable to the Yemen pavilion"
Thismadest but impartant exhibition will
facus on the conflict-ravaged country's
yernacular architecture, traditional build-
ing techniques and the spectacular an-

FROM T MAGAZINE

tions n high-profile projects inchuding
the Guggenhelm Abu Dhabl Museum, the
pavilion's theme, "1 Fair Building Possi-
ble?"" investigates the human cost of ar-
chitecture.

turefor the city of Détroil. It curators,
Cynthia Davidson and Monica Porice de
Laan, have selected 12 very different ar
chitectural practices from around the US.,
eqch of which spent time in (he city's
neighborhoods before proposing projects.
‘While these address the specific needs of
Deatroit, the curators note that the ideas

cient seructures stlkstanding in the cap-
tal, Sana. At a moment when the destruc-
tion of important ancient structiresis the
stuff of internztional headlines, boning up
oximperiled world heritage is an urgent
Imperative,

FOLAKD
Poland eyes afront line that implicates us
&ll, turning the focus of its pavilion t the

HOREA

Far stands for Floor Area Ratio — the
amaunt of floor space & building can offer
in relation {0 the &ize-of land it is built
upor 1t's a hot topic in Seoul, where archi-
tacts are driven by the market tooptimize
their s of space, and struggle to balance
this with conslderations of quality of life.

arerelevantto all ciries " deating with
empty factories and dectining populaticn.
‘Twenty pustcard designs shawing Detrolt
through the eyes of its residents and visit-
inig photographers, including the ong
shown above, will be distributed at the
Biennale.

THE NETHERLANDS
The curator Madlit Shoshan specializes n

construction industry and the maling of
buildings. Following hot on the heels of
comtroversias surraunding lahar eondi-

UMNITED STATES
"The Archivectural Imagination” offers a
dnzen exercises in speculative archites-

the architecture of canflict, and for
"Blue,” she focuses on the structures cre-
sted by the United Natinnz 2t Camn

York TimesX|7} &2 ‘=X|X| Zolof &t

Jork Cimes

Castor in Gap, Mali "Blue” indicates, on.
the one hand, the biue helmets of the
peacekeeping misaion, and on the other,
the “blue men" of the Tuareg, in whose
resglon the misson i situated. Shoshan
suggegta the military camp itself as a per-
mesble cultural location rather than &
fortress, and one that brings with it the
possibility of positive change.

@OAYBAR

The @Gaybar project explores avather
mare familiar front line — that of creeping
gentrification. The artists Hannah Quin-
tan and Rosie Hestings document andre:
create London's histaric gy bar spaces
a5 they hut down in the face of rapid
gentrification. In Venice, they will present
new film works exploring disappearing
LGBTOI spaces in the bar of e Bauer
Hntel
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